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EXCHANGING VIEWS: ‘BETWEEN IDEALISM AND REALISM’
18 July 2013.
OUT OF RESPECT FOR EACH OTHERS BODY OF THOUGHT AND INDIVIDUAL SOVEREIGNTY OF 4 FREEDOMS (1).
Throughout history, dominance of powers and imposition and controlling has always played an important role in societes. Persia, the under Alexander the Great created empire, the Roman Empire, the British Empire, the USA, the USSR, and Peoples Republic of China are examples.
Compared to the powers above, Persia is something different because of his particularly long history and because it can be considered to be the cradle of civilization. In these times, the country wants to become scientific leader of the Islamic world.
Looking at the present state of the world we observe shiftings in balance of power. On world stage level between the US and China and on regional stages for example Turkey and the I.R. Iran, who are a more regional role to play.

The I.R. Iran, with his almost 80 million residents: 

· Is politically equipped with his Army of the Guardians of the Islamic Revolution, appointed clerics and elected representatives;
· Is bordered by Turkey, Armenia, Nagorno-Karabach, Azerbeidzjan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan;
· Is connected to UN, OPEC, Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), CTBT;

· Is rich in oil and gas;
· Has a strong influence in Syria and good ties with Turkey and Armenia, other allies China for economic reasons (oil, gas and trade, SCO), political reasons (military, nuclear) and social reasons, Russia for economic interests, due to historic origin and military and trade activities, and India for  economic relations.       
· For understandable and well-know reasons, there are missing-links and rocky relations with the West.
Iranian people are a proud people. Most of the Iranians adhere Shia Islam beliefs and practices. Currently, living conditions are not prosperous. These may substantially improved by empowerment of the middle class.
Mr. H. Rohani, President elected, is scheduled to sworn in 4 August 2013. He said: ‘I will prepare a "civil rights charter", restore the economy and improve rocky relations with the West’.
(Islamic) history (brief)
Ibn Rush, an enlightened thinker, Islamic jurist, physician and philosopher, whose work seems not to have reached a long lasting impact on later Islamic thought, gave commentaries on the works of Aristotle, who, in turn, taught Alexander the Great. Averroes is depicted on the painting ‘The School of Athens’ by Raphael.
Importance of Sufi ordes for the classic Islamic literature and poetry, and also of the Islamic “Renaissance”, the cultural flowering in the 16th and 17th centuries, and the masterpieces such as the Taj Mahal and Imam square (2).
The theory of Guardianship of the Islamic Jurists (Vilayat-e Faqih) in Shia Islam allows to give Islam custodian over people. On this theory, the Iranian Revolution was based.
Empowering middle-class

As said, living conditions are currently not prosperous. Except difference in creed and different views and interpretations of basic elements of life, in my view we can also recognize similarities in departments of learning, which may be useful for all societies. These departments can on one side contribute to enrichment of the mind and foster well-being and to the other increase prosperity:

· humanities (literature and poetry, philosophy, ethics, cultural values, art (fine as dance and music), identity, health, languages, religions):

· social disciplines (economy, politics, education, ideologies) and:
· formal disciplines (digital agenda, innovations for low carbon and less energy use).
World in transition, time (3) and change (4)
With the Jasmine Revolution in Tunesia in late 2010, the Arab world is awakened, resulting in uprises, protests and revolutions. MENA (Syria, Tunesia, Lybia, Egypt and other countries) is searching for a road ahead. The western world has a number of persistent crisis and is also in search for a road ahead. And there are also strong and powerful developments and dynamics concerning AFPAK, ISR – PSE, and recently in Brazil. 

That asks for outlooks, for narratives about freedoms, forms of polity, peace, less inequality, solidarity, tolerance, justice and for commitments.
Step by step, and inter alia via the concept of differentiated integration, Europe is fixing its problems on economy and in politics and tries to enter a more federal direction, but possible lack of sufficient support and  resistance from nationalistic and populistic movements may delay that desire. In this context, the article ‘Between war and peace’, in which is proposed to establish a European Institution of Peace, may be of added value.

Enlargement is still going on. Looking at progress of developments in (the Republic of) Kosovo, located in the Balkans, H.E. Mr. N. Rexhepi, the ambassador to the Netherlands, lectured 2 years ago on ‘Kosovo, factor of stability in the region’ and said: ‘Reconciliation and reconstruction were initial keywords. Security and stability followed next. Integration and participation are today's magical expressions’. Recently, Petri Selemi, the deputy MFA, lectured on the occasion of 5 years of independence on ‘Achievements and Challenges’ and stated that there was societal, political, economical progress and less corruption. We are working on recognition and on EU accession.
Nuclear ambitions (some notes)
In June 2006, an Iranian deputy lectured on nuclear issues at the Clingendael Institute. In September CEPS drafted the commentary ‘Beyond Entrenchment over Iran: Can the EU offer a framework for regional security?’ In March 2013, UN discussed Iranian nuclear situation, the need for a negotiated settlement, the necessity of preventing I.R. Iran from gaining a nuclear weapon and made a call for action by China, Russia and the US to ensure success of talks. Also in March, the Aspen Ministers Forum delivered a statement on Iran not become a nuclear weapons power. 
17/6/13, Mr. H. Rohani said: “The government of wisdom and hope, as promised, will pursue national goals with a moderate policy designed to save the country’s economy and revive ethical considerations and constructive interaction with the world.” In July, foreign policy chief  Ashton held meetings with diplomats from the E3 plus 3 and said 16/7/13 “we wait now for the team to be appointed by Iran, we very much hope that will be soon and we look forward to meeting them as soon as possible.”
UN nuclear agency may met (in Vienna?) in August. Diplomats will use IAEA’s quarterly report on Irans nuclear program in late August and ahead of a week long session of the UN agency’s 35 nations governing board in September.
I.R. Iran – the Netherlands
VOC, with a comptoir in Isfahan, provided trade between the 2 countries from 1623 to 1638. These days, there are about 30.000 Iranians living in the Netherlands. 
(((
(1) In philosophy we consider freedom as the ability to act consciously, in a well-balanced manner and with self control in a given constructive direction and more political, as the right or the capacity of self-determination as an expression of the individual will. The 4 freedoms are freedom of speech and expression, freedom of every person to worship God in his own way, freedom from want which, translated into world terms, means economic understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants everywhere in the world and freedom from fear — which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor — anywhere in the world.
(2) ‘A History of the world through Islamic eyes, book Tain Ansary
(3) Time: widening of the mind because we realize at the same time that the past in memory, the present by attention and the future by expectation is made into a whole.
(4) Change: ‘what is cannot come to be (since it already is), while nothing can come to be from what is not’. To produce change, one underlying subject of change is needed, plus a form and a lack of that form..
Good to know the existence:

- Foundation for Iranian Studies, Radio Zamaneh , Vali Nasr, in 2012 on Sunni -  Shia divide, Michael Sandal: ‘Justice”, Ismael Serageldin, director 
   Library of Alexandria;

- September 2013: 100 years Peace Palace; 
- 200 Years Kingdom of the Netherlands. In November 2013, it is two hundred years since the Netherlands regained its independence after 
  annexation to France. Netherlands gave thus, after an initial start from 1798, a new start as a unitary state. The return of the Prince of Orange in 
   November 1813 culminated on the basis of a new constitution to his inauguration as King William I in Brussels in September 1815. 
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